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The Youth Tour was born from 
comments made by Senator Lyndon 
Johnson as he addressed the NRECA 
Annual meeting in Chicago in 1957.  
Beginning that year, and for several 
more, some of the Texas electric 
cooperatives sent groups of young 
people to Washington to work during 
the summer in Senator Johnson’s office 
to learn about government in action. 
In 1964, NRECA began to coordinate 
the program suggesting that the groups 
arrange their schedules to be in the city 
the same week.  During the first year of 
the coordinated tour, there were about 
400 young people from 12 states. 
Since that time, the Youth Tour has 
continued to grow, and for the last few 
years almost 1,400 young people and 
chaperones have participated in the 
Tour each year.  Texas Electric 
Cooperatives began a similar 
coordination in 1965. 
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