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The Unique Power of American Independence
How co-ops can make a difference for young people 
MESSAGE FROM GENERAL MANAGER, KERRY KELTON

THE FOURTH OF JULY IS A FESTIVE DAY on which we celebrate our nation’s 
independence with family and friends. Typically, it is not a day of quiet 
reflection; we spend a lot of energy having fun, and if we give any thought 
to our forbearers and their determined efforts to bring about our nation’s 
independence, it’s fleeting.

An Independent Spirit Is a Part of Our DNA
However, it is worth reflecting that this uniquely American spirit of 
independence remains part of our collective DNA. More than 200 
years after the United States was formed and the Declaration of 
Independence was crafted, this sense of independence has served 
us well. 

For example, more than 70 years ago, an independent streak 
inspired groups of farmers across America’s countryside to band 
together and improve their quality of life. Aside from President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s promise of federal aid in the form of low-
interest loans and engineering expertise, rural Americans had little 
help getting electricity to their homes. So, they did it themselves by 
pulling together and working cooperatively.

For the past 40-plus years, nearly every president since Richard Nixon has talked about 
the goal of U.S. energy independence—reducing our reliance on imported energy. Today, we still have a way to 
go, but we are closer to that goal than ever before. We are exporting more gas and  importing less foreign fuel 
than at any other time in recent memory. American ingenuity in the form of new technology and innovation is 
opening up more options and spurring greater efficiency across all forms of energy. 

The Road to Energy Independence
The best news is this: Consumers have an important role to play on the road to energy independence. They 
don’t have to wait for Democrats and Republicans to agree, or environmentalists and fossil fuel advocates to 
reach consensus. Consumers can help by taking action in simple, practical ways—insulating and caulking around 
windows, doors and electrical outlets; washing clothes in cold water instead of hot; replacing air filters; installing 
programmable thermostats; and using more energy-efficient appliances and home heating and cooling systems. 
Efficiency efforts cut costs for individual households, but the collective benefit to our country is even greater.
If we all work together to achieve increased energy efficiency and reduce our overall energy consumption, we 
can make even more progress on our road toward energy independence. At Mid-South Synergy, we want to be a 
resource for you in this effort. 

Co-ops Provide Renewable Energy Resources
Electric co-ops across the country have been actively engaged in promoting renewable energy resources such as 
wind, solar, hydropower and biomass. Today, nearly 95 percent of the nation’s 900-plus electric co-ops provide 
electricity produced by renewable sources, all playing a key role in powering rural America while fostering our 
nation’s energy independence.  

Recent advances in technology are transforming how we make and move electricity. Over time, these changes 
will greatly improve not only the efficiency but also the reliability of electric power. 
So this Independence Day, as you gaze up at the fireworks lighting up the night sky, reflect on the enduring spirit 
of independence that is integral to our American character, and remember the ways you can contribute to our 
nation’s energy independence.
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Hurricane Season Forecast
Mid-South Linemen Go Above and Beyond

RESEARCHERS PREDICT THAT TROPICAL STORM activity for the Atlantic 
hurricane season will be well below average in 2015. Still, Mid-South 
Synergy members should take precautions to prepare for the season, which 
officially runs June 1 through November 30.
Seven named tropical weather systems, including three that could reach 
hurricane strength, are expected to form this year, according to Colorado 
State University Meteorology Project predictions. But only one will be 
classified as a major hurricane. 
Researchers say that cyclonic activity during this year’s six-month Atlantic 

hurricane season will be 
about 55 percent below 
average. The probability 
that a major hurricane will 
make landfall along the 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico 
coastlines is 28 percent. 
The CSU project predictions 
are based on 60 years of 
historical data. 
Despite these lighter 
predictions, members living 
in affected zones should 
prepare as usual for the 
storm season. At Mid-South 

Synergy, we understand the dangers of severe storms and hurricanes, and 
we plan to take standard safety precautions this year, as we do every year. 
Mid-South Synergy encourages members to practice safety with these 
reminders during and after a hurricane or severe summer storm:
Avoid wires and water. When lightning strikes a building during a storm, 
the electrical charge can surge through pipes and utility wires. That means 
you can get zapped if you’re touching water or any device that’s plugged in, 
whether it’s a landline phone or a toaster. High winds can also blow power 
lines loose from their poles. Never get near or touch a downed power line.
Skip the makeshift shelter. During a storm, it’s tempting to take cover under 
a picnic gazebo or golf cart, but in open-sided structures, a lightning bolt’s 
path of least resistance to the ground could be you. They also offer little 
shelter from strong winds and flying debris. Keep moving toward suitable 
shelter—one that’s insulated against electric shock and sturdy enough to 
withstand high winds.
Take special care with portable generators. If improperly installed or 
operated, they can become deadly. Do not connect generators directly to 
household wiring. Power from generators can backfeed along power lines 
and electrocute anyone coming into contact with them, including co-op 
lineworkers making repairs. 
With any luck, we will not need to enact these precautions. However, if you 
have questions about storm preparedness, or you need to report outages or 
downed lines, please call Mid-South Synergy at 936-825-5100.

DESPITE PREDICTIONS OF A LIGHTER HURRICANE SEASON,  
MEMBERS SHOULD STILL MAKE THE USUAL PREPARATIONS

HURRICANE SEASON RUNS FROM June 
through November. Unlike tornadoes and 
earthquakes, hurricanes can be forecast 
several days ahead of landfall, so you 
should have time to take the following 
precautions:

Before
• Know where to go during an evacua-

tion and how to get there.
• Contact your local emergency man-

agement agency for information.
• Establish an assembly point for family 

members to meet if separated, and 
choose one person everyone can con-
tact with their whereabouts and status.

• Board up windows and secure loose 
items like patio furniture.

During
• Listen for warning sirens, stay away 

from windows and exterior doors, 
and seek shelter in a bathroom or 
basement.

• Stay indoors until authorities tell you 
it’s safe to go outside.

After 
• Have a licensed professional inspect 

your outlets, wiring and appliances 
to determine whether they should be 
reconditioned or replaced before use. 

• Even if your HVAC system is deemed 
operational, do not run it if you sus-
pect it’s been contaminated by mold.

• During cleanup, use personal protec-
tive equipment including a respirator, 
gloves and goggles to limit mold  
contact.

Hurricanes: Before, 
During and After
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2015 Grimes County Fair
Committed To Our Community

MID-SOUTH SYNERGY WAS PROUD TO SPONSOR 
the 2015 Grimes County Fair in June. In part with 
sponsoring the fair, our wonderful team of volunteers 
gave time to help serve meals Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday during the fair. Tuesday morning a 
group of Mid-South employees attended the Grimes 
County Fair breakfast to help serve breakfast to those 
participating in the Market Rabbit’s Show. Wednesday 
we were back at it again helping serve meals at the 
Senior Citizens lunch at the fairgrounds. To top it all 
off, our volunteers served dinner Thursday evening 
at the Grimes County Fair Buyer’s Supper. All in all 
this year’s fair was a great success and Mid-South 
Synergy was proud to be a part of it. “We are always 
happy to help serve and support the members of 
our community any way we can” said Eric Hubbard, 
Communications Specialist for Mid-South Synergy. 
“We are very lucky to have such a great group of 
employees who have a passion for volunteering and 
giving back to our community.” Mid-South Synergy 
would also like to thank Ricky’s Catering in Somerville 
for providing the meals for the senior citizen lunch 
and buyer’s supper. We have had a great fair season 
and can’t wait for next year.

#gocommunity

MID-SOUTH SYNERGY VOLUNTEERS GETTING READY TO SERVE DINNER AT THE 
2015 BUYER’S SUPPER

SAFETY COORDINATOR TRACY, HELPING SERVE MEALS AT THE  
SENIOR CITIZEN’S LUNCH

ENGINEERING SPECIALIST ROBERT SERVING SALAD AT THE BUYER’S SUPPERMID-SOUTH VOLUNTEERS SERVING DINNER AT THE BUYER’S SUPPER 
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Going The Extra Mile
Mid-South Linemen Go Above and Beyond

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, our lineman 
have always been ready to jump into action 
to restore power for our members and they 
have done just that with the recent line of 
storms that hit our area. For three of our 
linemen, the recent storms brought an 
unexpected twist, that they were happy to 
face head on and make one of our member’s 
very thankful.

Paula Aguillon, a Mid-South Synergy 
member, awoke the morning of May 11th at 
7:00 am to a house without power. Many 
members in the 
Montgomery 
area and all 
across our service 
territory began 
their day without 
power due to 
the unexpected 
storm that rolled 
through the 
night before. 
After falling back 
asleep, Paula was 
then woken up 
at 9:30 am to the 
smell of smoke. 
She quickly went outside to see nothing of 
concern but did see the flashing lights from 
a Mid-South truck from a crew that was in 
her area working an outage. She walked 
over to the crew and explained that besides 
not having power, she smelled smoke in 
her house and asked if they would help her 
investigate. 

After hearing that she smelled fire-like 
smoke, foreman Kevin McDuffie, journeyman 
lineman Jeremy Rush and apprentice 

lineman Brent Sellers immediately stopped 
what they were doing and rushed over to 
Paula’s home. After taking a look around the 
house, they noticed that her A/C had shorted 
out and the smoke was coming from the 
attic. They explained that it was necessary 
to remove her from the home immediately. 
While calling back to our dispatch center to 
call 911, all 3 men offered to go back inside 
to help remove any important belongings 
that she wanted. Kevin, Jeremy and Brent 
went back inside to remove a cedar chest 
that was Miss Aguillon’s mothers, an antique 

table and a stack of 
framed family photos. 
Aside from personal 
possessions, the guys 
also gathered up her 
three dogs and got 
them to safety with 
Paula. “Kevin seemed 
a little skeptical and 
nervous about holding 
a dog, but I am so 
thankful that they 
were able to get them 
out safely,” Paula 
said. Not long after, 
the fire department 

was on the scene and began to put the fire 
out. All three linemen stayed with Paula 
until everything was safe for her. “I am so 
appreciative and cannot tell you how much 
it means to me that these linemen cared so 
much to help me.” Paula stated that she felt 
these three men saved her life and her home. 
“I am touched by the care that they showed 
me and have a heartfelt appreciation for 
them.”

L TO R: JEREMY RUSH, KEVIN MCDUFFIE, PAULA AGUILLON, AND BRENT SELLERS

#peoplecommitttedtopeople
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Pump Up Your Pool’s Efficiency
Cut Down on Extra Energy Costs With These Simple Tips For Your Pool

AFTER A LOW-IMPACT WORKOUT IN THE BACKYARD, a swimming pool provides the perfect summer 
retreat. But who wants it to be a wallet drain? Soak up this pool efficiency knowledge to save money while 
maintaining your personal, pristine oasis.
Each pool is equipped with an energy guzzler: the pump. The bigger the pump, the higher the power bill. 
Make sure your pool uses the smallest pump possible for its volume. New products like variable-speed pumps 
offer a good way to save. A knowledgeable 
pool supply or service firm can help choose 
a proper pump for your pool, taking into 
consideration its size, filter and piping.
Greater savings can come from decreasing 
pump operation time, no matter the pump size. 
Keep drains clear of debris, or your pump will 
work harder than necessary to circulate water. 
Also, find a proper balance for backwashing 
the filter—the process of filtering and disposing 
of dirty water. Too much backwashing wastes 
water, while too little strains the pump. 
Here are some common myths that lead to 
extra pump time (and wasted energy):

MYTH: I need to run my pump to keep chemicals mixed. 
Circulate while adding chemicals, and they will stay mixed. There is no need to recirculate the water each day 
to “remix” the chemicals.

MYTH: My pool will be dirty if I don’t run my pump to constantly clean debris. 
Try running your pump for six hours or less a day, as suggested by the U.S. Department of Energy’s website, 
energysavers.gov. If the cleanliness is not to your liking, increase filtration time by 30-minute increments until 
you are satisfied. If six hours works well, try decreasing filtration time to find a balance with energy efficiency. 
To keep debris down without running your pump overtime, use a skimmer to manually clean the water. Also, 
try using a timer to run your filter for several short periods during the day rather than allowing debris to pile 
up after one long continuous filtration.

MYTH: I need my pump to run continuously 
to keep algae at bay. 
Keeping a proper chemical balance and 
regularly brushing down the pool walls are 
the best algae fighters. 
You can make sure your pool isn’t draining 
energy dollars needlessly by adjusting its 
pump time and investing a little legwork. 
You’ll have a prime poolside spot to relax in 
afterward, and the relief you’ll see on your 
power bill will be well worth the effort.

USING A SKIMMER INSTEAD OF
RUNNING YOUR PUMP WILL HELP 
REDUCE YOUR ELECTREIC BILLS 
THIS SUMMER



midsouthsynergy.com March 2015   MID-SOUTH SYNERGY     Texas Co-op Power   23

1-888-825-6677  |  (936) 825-5100  |  MIDSOUTHSYNERGY.COM

Your Co-op News

Find this and more delicious recipes online at 
TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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Go Green

Asparagus With Mustard 
Vinaigrette
2 pounds asparagus
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar or 

cider vinegar
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon chopped flat-leaf parsley
1/2 teaspoon chopped tarragon leaves
Salt and pepper to taste
Dash onion powder
Dash garlic powder
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil

1.  Bring a large pot of salted water to 
a rolling boil. Trim the asparagus to 
remove the white, fibrous ends. Cut 
the asparagus into 2-inch pieces on 
the diagonal.
2.  Add the asparagus to the boiling 
water and cook until the spears 
are bright green and just tender, 
4-5 minutes. (If necessary, cook 
the asparagus in batches). Drain 
the asparagus in a colander and 
rinse with cold water until chilled. 
Asparagus can be dressed and served 
immediately. 
3.  Whisk together vinegar, mustard, 
parsley, tarragon, salt, pepper, onion 
powder, and garlic powder until 
blended. Add the oil to the vinegar 
mixture in a thin stream, whisking 
constantly. Season with additional 
salt and pepper, if needed.
4.  Toss the asparagus with the 
vinaigrette or serve separately on 
the side. Serve immediately on 
chilled platter or plates.

Recipe of the Month
Make One “Green” Change Per Year

IF YOU’RE READY TO “GO GREEN,” you have a lot of choices, from switching to energy-
efficient lightbulbs to buying a “net zero” home that produces as much energy as it 
uses.

Making just one change each year can do wonders for your energy bill—and help 
you do your part to make your home more efficient so it uses fewer natural resources. 
Here are five ideas:

1. Start small. Replace your old incandescent lightbulbs and fixtures with LED light 
fixtures, which use 75 percent less energy. A bonus: Most of them last for about 10 
years, so you can stop changing lightbulbs.

2. Buy smart. If your refrigerator, heating/air-conditioning unit or washing 
machine is 10 years old, it’s probably an energy hog. When it’s time to replace a home 
appliance, choose one with the Energy Star label, which means it meets stringent 
government standards for energy efficiency.

3. Save water. Some households waste more water than they use. You can rem-
edy that by turning off faucets while brushing your teeth and shaving, and by taking 
shorter showers. Plus, if you install low-flow faucets and toilets, you’ll use less water 
with every shower and flush.

4. Think “green.” Homeowners have lots of opportunities to choose a sustainable 
or energy-efficient product over one that’s less beneficial to the environment. Keep 
that in mind as you select cleaning products and items packaged in a lot of plastic 
that will wind up in a landfill. And if you’re remodeling, consider using durable prod-
ucts that won’t wind up in the trash after a few years, and use materials made from 
renewable sources and grown in sustainable forests.

5. Take control. There’s no reason to heat or cool your house for maximum com-
fort when nobody’s home. Install a programmable thermostat that will automati-
cally adjust the temperature to save energy when everyone leaves the house in the 
morning and then reset it for comfort just before you get home. New models let you 
control them using your smartphone, which means if your schedule changes, you can 
“tell” your house to get ready for your return.






